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Virginia County Records, Spotsylvania County, 1721-1800. 
Being transcriptions from the original files at the county courthouse, 
of wills, deeds, administrations and guardians' bonds, marriage 
licenses and lists of Revolutionary pensioners. Edited by William 
Armstrong Crozier, F. R S member [&c] (Seal of Virginia.) 
Published for the Genealogical Association, by Fox, Dbffield & 
Company, MDCCCCV, pp. 576. 

The highest commendation which can be paid this book is to say that 
the editor and publishers have always performed, to the fullest extent, 
every promise they made, and have met every expectation of those who 
wished for such a book. To the genealogist it is indispensable 
Every one whose ancestors lived at anytime between 1721 and 1800, 
within the boundaries of Spotsylvania county (even when it embraced 
a wider territory) will find something of interest. Nor is it to the ge- 
nealogical enquirer alone that it is of value. The student of the eco- 
nomic and social history of the time will find much of value to him. 

"The Spotsylvania Records," is well printed and has an admirable 
index. 

The only criticism to be made is that no credit is given to " the man 
behind the gun." Every one who uses this book will like to know 
that the man who did this work — intensely wearing on body and mind 
— was Mr. W. Clayton Torrence, of Fredericksburg, Va. The person who 
performed the dreary labor of compiling abstracts week after week and 
month after month, omitting nothing and making every abstract intelli- 
gible, was bound to have an enthusiastic devotion to his work, a most con- 
scientious regard for accuracy, and an intelligent comprehension of the 
gist of documents, which are rarely found in combination. 

All concerned in this series will have the best wishes of readers of 
the present volume in their production of the succeeding one, on Mid- 
dlesex county. 

Life of General Philip Schuyler, 1733-1804. By Bagard Tucker- 
iran. New York : Mead and Company, 1905, pp. 277. Illustrated. 

This is an excellent life of one of the noblest men of the Revolution- 
ary period. It is based on a careful study of original sources and 
gives a clear and interesting account of a career which was marked 
throughout by courage, self-sacrifice and unselfish patriotism. The 
manner in which General Schuyler contended against manifold difficul- 
ties, open opposition and secret intrigue, and in spite of them all, pre- 
pared the way for Burgoyne's overthrow, and how, at the last moment, 
he was supplanted by the wretched Gates, is especially well told. 



456 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

The John P. Branch Papers.— The next number of the Branch 
Historical Papers (120 pages) of Randolph-Macon College will be de- 
voted almost exclusively to the life and writings of Judge Spencer 
Roane. These papers are by Prof. Wm. S. Dodd, and may be had by 
addressing him at Ashland, Va. 

The Magazine of History. With Notes and Queries. Vol. I, 
No. i.January, 1905. William Abbatt, 281 Fourth Avenue, New 
York. Published monthly; $5.00 a year, 50 cents a number. 

This revival of the old Magazine of American History will receive 
the welcome and best wishes of all of the former readers of that well- 
known journal, and of very many of the younger generation. 

Mr. Abbatt has made a good beginning, and no doubt the Magazine 
will constantly grow in interest and value. 

Abstracts of Wills in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury 
at Somerset House, London, England. Register Soame, 
1620. Edited by J. Henry Lea. Published by the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, Boston, Mass., pp. 607. 

"Year Books of Probates," 1630-39. Abstract? of Probate 
Acts in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. Edited by 
John Matthews and George F. Matthews, B. A. Issued to subscri- 
bers from 93 and 94 Chancery Lane, London, W. C. 1902-4, 2 
vols., pp. 348, 431. 

The value of wills in historical, biographical and genealogical research 
is well known. Each of the works noted above is an important contri- 
bution to our information in regard to what the great probate registry 
of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury contains. In this court, as is 
generally known, wills of persons dying abroad were proved 'and re- 
corded. 

Mr. Lea's work for the New England Historic Genealogical Society 
gives admirably executed abstracts of every will proved in the court in 
1620. It is to be hoped that the Society will receive every encourage- 
ment in their proposed publication of similar volumes containing the 
wills of succeeding years. 

The publication of the Messrs. Matthews is equally worthy of praise. 
It is more than an index, for the wills and probates have been so carefully 
examined that the editors are enabled to give each instance in which 
there is mention of interests in the English Colonies. This series is now 
to be carried on from 1640 forward. 

The great value of each of these works is too obvious to need further 
comment. Each has a perfect index. 



